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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

^1 Jy^^ ^ A meth ° d f ° r transforming data in an X W& table in a database ^ a server 

7: in communication with a client, comprising; / 

3 receiving from the client a transform command indicating an input data table 

4 name in the database and at least one rule indicating at least one cell in the input table to 

5 transform and a transform operation to perfonnAvith respect to the at least one cell; 

6 accessing a copy of the input table from the database; and 

7 transforming, within the server, data/in the accessed input table according to each 

8 rule specified in the transform command. / 

1 2. The method of claim 1 Jwherein the client is a client computer that 

2 communicates with the server over a/network, wherein the transform command is 

3 transmitted from the client computer to the server over the network. 

1 3. The method of claim 1, wherein the client is an application program 

2 executing in the server. / 

1 4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the transform command rules specify 

2 multiple transform operations to perform on at least one cell in the accessed input table, 

3 wherein an application op a subsequent transform operation following a previous 

4 transform operation on 6m cell transforms previously transformed data in the cell. 

j*| """U 5. \ The method of claim 1, further comprising writing the transformed input 

P V ^ table data toWe database in the server after performing all transform operations specified 
3 in the rules oMie transform command against the accessed input table. 
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6. The method of claim :i, further comprising: 

determining whether the trans form command indicates an output table in the 
database; 

writing the transformed inpuo table to the output table if the transform command 
indicates the output table; and 1 

updating the input table in the database with the transformed input table if the 
transform command does not indica :e one output table. 



7. The method of claim 
the transform command during the 
transform command executes in the 



1, wherein the client cannot affect the execution of 
execution of the transform command, whereby the 
server independently of the client. 



8. The method of clain 1 1 , wherein the transform command further comprises 



multiple rules, wherein each rule sj 



least one transform operation to peiform on each specified column in the input table, 



wherein at least two rules specify 



different columns in the input table and different 



process; 



ecifies at least one column in the input table and at 



transform operations to apply to each specified column. 

A system for transforming data, comprising: 
a client process; 

a server including a database and an input table in communication with the client 



program logic implemented in the server, comprising: 

f (i) means for receiving from the client process a transform command 
indicating an input data ta^le name in the database and at least one rule indicating 
at least one cell in the inp it table to transform and a transform operation to 
perform with respect to tl e at least one cell; 

(ii) means for acc jssing a copy of the input table from the database; and 
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(iii) means for transforming data in the accessed input table according to 
each rule specified in the transform cormnand. 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the client process executes in a client 
computer that communicates with the server over a network, wherein the transform 
command is transmitted from the client computer to the server over the network. 

1 1 . The system of claim 9, wherein the client process is an application 
program executing in the server. / 

12. The system of clairry 9, wherein the transform command rules specify 
multiple transform operations to perform on at least one cell in the accessed input table, 
wherein an application of a subsequent transform operation following a previous 
transform operation on one celytransforms previously transformed data in the cell. 

is. The system of claim 9, wherein the program logic further comprises means 
for writing the transformed input table data to the database in the server after performing 
all transforni operations specified in the rules of the transform command against the 
accessed inpuV table. 

14. The system of claim 13, Wnerein the program logic further comprises: 

means for determining whethe/the transform command indicates an output table 
in the database; / 

means for writing the transformed input table to the output table if the transform 
command indicates the output table; and 

means for updating the input table in the database with the transformed input table 
if the transform command does not indicate one output table. 
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1 15. The system of claim 9, wherein the client process/cannot affect the 

2 execution of the transform command during the execution of the transform command, 

3 whereby the transform command executes in the server independently of the client 

4 process. / 

1 1 6. The system of claim 9, wherein the trapform command further comprises 

2 multiple rules, wherein each rule specifies at least one column in the input table and at 

3 least one transform operation to perform on each specified column in the input table, 

4 wherein at least two rules specify different columns in the input table and different 

5 transform operations to apply to each specifieel column. 

1 ¥^ An article of manufacture ror use in transforming data in an input table in 

2 a database, the article of manufacture comprising computer usable media including at 

3 least one computer program embedded therein that causes the computer to perform: 

4 receiving a transform command indicating an input data table name in the 

5 database and at least one rule indicating at least one cell in the input table to transform 

6 and a transform operation to penorm with respect to the at least one cell; 

7 accessing a copy of the input table from the database; and 

8 transforming data in the accessed input table according to each rule specified in 

9 the transform command: 

1 18. The4rticle of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the transform command 

2 rules specify mjatiple transform operations to perform on at least one cell in the accessed 

3 input table, Wnerein an application of a subsequent transform operation following a 

4 previous transform operation on one cell transforms previously transformed data in the 

5 cell. / 



, o Express Mail No. EL414495608US 

Docket No. ST9-99-034 
Firm No. 0055.0006 

19a The article of manufacture of claim A7, further comprising writing the 
transformed input table data to the database after/performing all transform operations 
specified in tlje rules of the transform command against the accessed input table. 

20. The article of manufacture of claim 1 9, further comprising: 
determining whether the transform^ command indicates an output table in the 

database; / 

writing the transformed input table to the output table if the transform command 
indicates the output table; and / 

updating the input table in trie database with the transformed input table if the 
transform command does not indicate one output table. 

2 1 . The article of ^manufacture of claim 1 7, wherein the transform command 
further comprises multiple niles, wherein each rule specifies at least one column in the 
input table and at least one transform operation to perform on each specified column in 
the input table, whereinyat least two rules specify different columns in the input table and 
different transform operations to apply to each specified column. 

A memory device including a command for performing a transform 
operation on a computer database inmntable, the command comprising 

an input data table name tetrameter indicating the input table subject to the 
transform operation; and / 

at least one rule indicating at least one cell in the input table to transform and a 
transform operation to/perform with respect to the at least one cell, wherein the transform 
command is execii^a to access a copy of the input table from the database and 
transforming da*a in the accessed input table according to each rule specified in the 
transform cammand. 
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1 23. The memory of claim 22, wherein the! transform command rules specify 

2 multiple transform operations to perform on at leasft one cell in the accessed input table, 

3 wherein an application of a subsequent transform^ operation following a previous 

4 transform operation on one cell transforms previously transformed data in the cell. 

1 24. The memory of claim 22, wherein the transform command is capable of 

2 indicating an output table-inthe database, wherein the transformed input table is written 

3 to the output table if the transform command indicates the output table, and 

4 wherein the input table in the database is updated with the transformed input table if the 

5 transform command does not indicate/one output table. 

1 25. The memory of claim 22, wherein the transform command further 

2 comprises multiple rules, wherein each rule specifies at least one column in the input 

3 table and at least one transform/operation to perform on each specified column in the 

4 input table, wherein at least two rules specify different columns in the input table and 

5 different transform operations to apply to each specified column. 





